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Every Day is Earth Day
-Deforestation. Due to the rapidly growing
population on Earth, we human beings are
clearing out more and more land so we have
enough space to live. In addition, we are
demanding more products than ever. This is
decreasing the amount of forests and wildlife on
Earth, which is threatening ecosystems and the
environment in general.
A few weeks ago, on April 22nd,
millions of people worldwide celebrated Earth
Day. Although a great promotional tool, and an
event you should certainly participate in, we
simply cannot afford to care about the earth
only one day of the year.
In this day and age, we are making
more new products than ever before. However,
this increase in product production is leading to
environmental damage such as pollution and
resource overconsumption. These problems
lead to climate change, ecosystem destruction,
and damage to organisms.

Examples of Environmental
Damage
-Pollution. Pollution is largely caused by the
waste we are producing. Most of us know what
pollution is, but we are still not ready to face its
damaging consequences. Water, plant, and air
pollution are among the most significant types
of pollution on Earth. To prevent pollution, we
must try to minimize the amount of garbage
we're putting out.
- Climate Change. Climate change is less of a
natural process these days. Have you noticed
that rapid climate changes are occurring more
often (e.g. rapid transition from winter to
summer weather, etc.)? All this is due to the
way we are treating the environment. Global
warming, greenhouse effect, urban heat, coal
industry, etc., are becoming more and more
common. Climate change is not only changing
the overall weather situation, but it is causing
more harmful effects such as the melting of the
polar regions and the inhibition of the growth of
certain plants essential to ecosystems around
the world.

What Can You Do to Save
the Earth?
Now that you understand the importance of
keeping the environment healthy, here's some
things you can do to help:
- Pay attention to your use of water and
electricity. Whenever you turn off the tap or
turn off the lights, you're saving the Earth's
resources.
- Use your car or motorcycle as little as possible.
Cars and motorcycles emit harmful gasses that
can cause air pollution. You can combine
errands and car pool more often. Instead of
using your car or motorcycle, walk or bike
wherever you can. Not only will this reduce
harmful gas emission, but you'll get some good
exercise in too and improve your overall health.
- Reuse, reduce and recycle. You can help
reduce pollution by reusing or recycling your
unwanted products rather than throwing them in
the garbage can. If you're choosing between two
products, you might want to choose the one with
the least packaging or the one with
biodegradable packaging (e.g. paper packaging
instead of plastic packaging).
-Compost. Don't throw food scraps, seeds,
cores and peels in the garbage can. Instead, put
them in the compost bin. You can then dump
your compost into a garden. This will save up a
lot of space in the landfills. Composting is
easier than you think.
-Use LED light bulbs instead of fluorescent or
incandescent ones. LED light bulbs last much
longer and use less energy to achieve adequate
brightness levels due to the way they're made.
By Ella Yu

Senior Drama
Showcase
The Senior Drama
Showcase is back!
Come and watch some
amazing performances
by the senior drama
class on Thursday, May
17 at 7:00 p.m. in the
gym. Performances will
include songs,
instrumental
performances,
monologues, short
plays, and more.
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Gun Violence: A Timely American Saga

February 14, 2018 marked yet
another chapter in the American school
shooting saga. What was supposed to be
just another Valentine’s Day at Marjory
Stoneman Douglas High in Parkland,
Florida quickly turned into the deadliest
high school massacre in US history, with
the perpetrator, Nikolas Cruz brutally
murdering 17 students and staff at MSD.
Shortly thereafter, there was the
usual bickering between the American
Right and the American Left on how to
prevent such an atrocious event from ever
happening again. As per usual, the Left
insisted that stricter gun laws was the
answer and the Right advocated for
anything except more gun control. It
seemed as though this was just going to be
yet another event that, although tragic, we
would soon forget, as the news shifted their
focus elsewhere.
But, that quickly proved not to be
the case. While the men and women on
Capitol Hill offered not much more than
their thoughts and prayers to the students at
MSD, the students themselves rose up and
declared that enough was enough and that
they would be the last victims of any school
shooting. With the start of the
#NeverAgainMSD movement, the Parkland
students have gained worldwide attention
and their efforts have resulted in a major
change in gun laws in Florida. Their
momentum has grown tremendously in the
span of less than three months and it is safe
to say that they have completely changed
the conversation surrounding gun control.

No one wants another
massacre like this to happen
again, however the question
on what to do surrounding
gun control remains
unanswered. Should we have
stricter background checks?
Should we focus on mental
health? Should we give
teachers guns? Should we ban
assault rifles? How about
bump stocks? Why not just
ban all guns? What about the
second amendment?
In the wake of the Parkland
Shooting, public support for
gun control has increased
dramatically, with some polls
suggesting that 70% of
Americans believe that some
form of stricter gun control is
needed. With so much of the
American population
believing that gun control is,
at least part of the answer to
this problem, it would make
sense that the politicians on
Capitol Hill take that into
account and work on
legislation to tighten gun
laws. Right?
Unfortunately, while
changes in gun laws have
started to take place on a state
level, changes on a federal
level have been slow to come.
And it doesn’t seem as
though it is going to come
any time soon. One simply
has to do a quick search in
the US Congress Database of
all of the Bills and
Resolutions about gun control
that have yet to be passed and
it becomes quickly apparent
that the vast majority of the
Bills have little to no
Republican support.

The question remains: why
are Republicans so staunchly against
tightening gun laws? When one digs
just a little deeper into this issue, it
becomes easy to see that lobbying
from the National Rifle Association, a
powerful gun rights lobbying group,
is the main culprit. According to
OpenSecrets.org, the NRA
contributed financially to the
campaigns of 4 Democrats currently
in the House of Representatives (with
the highest individual donation being
$3500 USD) and none of the Senate
Democrat campaigns. Comparatively,
the NRA contributed to the
campaigns of 100 House Republicans
(with the highest donation being
$10,500 USD) and 23 Senate
Republicans (with the highest
donation being $11,900 USD).

The NRA has been on the
offensive surrounding this issue since
the CNN Town Hall on Gun Control
held shortly after the Parkland
shooting. Though NRA spokesperson
Dana Loesch was able to keep a cool
head during this event (quite
commendable considering the current
political climate), that willingness to
listen was quickly thrown out of the
window in the wake of the ad
surrounding Ms. Loesch’s new show
on NRATV, accusing the media of
spreading lies throughout the course
of the Never Again movement.
Considering the inflammatory nature
of Ms. Loesch’s other NRATV
commercials, including her most
notable one where she accuses the
Left of inciting violence and
spreading misinformation, it is safe to
say that she and the NRA will likely
only contribute to the aforementioned
bickering. (Continued on page 4)

Every wanted to know more about your teacher? Ever wonder what their favourite colour is,
their favorite pastime or why they became a teacher? This column is dedicated to just that!
Our second guest is Mme. Trinka….
What's Mme. Trinka’s favorite
colour?
Red because it is bold.
Does Mme. Trinka have any pets?
Yes, she has one cat. She says it came
with her husband.
If Mme. Trinka could only eat one
food for her rest of your life what
would it be?
Mme. Trinka would eat either sushi or
her mom’s lasagna… or any food that
she doesn’t have to cook.
What does Mme. Trinka like to do in
her free time? Where is her favorite
place to go?
From the countless hours she spends
marking to taking care of her two
amazing kids, Mme. Trinka says that
she has little-to-no free time. However,
if she did, she would spend it taking
long walks, going on a hike, or at the
beach.
How many languages does Mme.
Trinka speak?
In addition to English, Mme. Trinka can
speak French, Italian, and Spanish.
Where did Mme. Trinka grow up?
Mme. Trinka grew up in Winnipeg
Does Mme. Trinka have any siblings?
Mme. Trinka has one brother who is
two years younger than her.
Does she have any helpful advice to
students?
“No matter what your circumstances are
[how much adversity you have faced]
your life is what you make of it.”

What is her best moment of being a teacher? What is
the worst moment?
According to Mme. Trinka, the best moment of being a
teacher is when she is able to see a
students progress. She likes it when students are engaged
and enthusiastic about the lesson. On the other hand, she
believes the worst part about teaching is the endless
marking!
How did she come about choosing to teach the subject
that she did?
Mme. Trinka originally planned to teach ESL, and
actually taught English in Quebec for a year. Afterwards,
she changed her mind and decided to teach chemistry,
along with French.
What is something Mme. Trinka wishes students did
more of?
Mme. Trinka wishes that students would demonstrate
more perseverance. She says that it is worth it to take
difficult classes in order to expand your horizons. She
wants her students to know that it is important that they
do not give up on themselves and that they can succeed at
anything if they are determined enough.
By Mani Bains, Emma Northcott, Gabriella Bowers, and
Avneet Brar

Trans Mountain Pipeline: A National Controversy

Throughout the years of 2017 and 2018,
there has been mounting controversy between the
Federal government and BC’s indigenous peoples
over the expansion of the Trans-Mountain pipeline.
This year has already brought up the clashing
positions between the BC and Alberta provincial
governments, but as the year progresses tensions
continue to rise. This battle is not only between the
federal government and the provincial governments
involved, but also between the citizens of BC.
Here in BC, throughout the month of March
many protests took place. On March 10th
environmentalists, indigenous leaders, and hundreds
of supporters joined together to march starting from
the Lake City Way skytrain station to the Kinder
Morgan terminal on Burnaby mountain. An
estimated 10 000 people marched in solidarity to
stand up against the pipeline expansion making it the
largest mobilization yet against Kinder Morgan. On
the same day Coast Salish leaders and elders
constructed a “watch house” along the pipeline route
and in the heart of Tsleil Waututh territory named the
Kwekwecnewtxw. Historically a watch house was
used by the Coast Salish members to watch over
potential threats and enemies.

On March 17 twenty-eight protesters gathered
in front of the entrance to the Kinder Morgan work site
underneath a banner that read “Protect the Inlet”. Many
protesters zip-tied themselves to the fence. Kinder
Morgan was recently granted an indefinite injunction
by the BC Supreme Court meaning protesters were not
allowed within fifteen meters of the work site.
Protesters knowingly and willingly crossed said
injunction line. An hour later, RCMP arrived at the
scene and peacefully arrested all 28 protesters. Amina
Moustaqim-Barrette, the group spokesperson stated that
“the police came in and explained what was going to
happen and the protesters are cooperating and
everything’s calm”. All 28 protesters have been
released and are awaiting court appearances in the
weeks to come. This protest was only the start of many
that took place in attempts to delay Kinder Morgan’s
demands to finish clear-cutting the area. Over 170
people have been arrested in the last few weeks
including Green party leader, Elizabeth May.
Even though many are against the Trans
Mountain pipeline construction, including BC’s
premier John Horgan, many are for it. There has even
been a rally in support of the pipeline expansion. Many
believe that Canada’s oil is cutting edge and it’s
immoral to use natural gases from countries that don’t
share the same values as Canada. Bernard Hancock, an
oil industry worker believes that by not supporting the
pipeline expansion, BC’s NDP party is not supporting
the working class which is contradicting their platform.
Whether or not you support the expansion or
are against it, it is clear to see that neither side of the
conservation is ready to give up and will continue to
fight for what they believe in.
By Justine Basi

(continued from page 2) Regardless of your stance surrounding how to tackle gun violence, it is obvious that this
is a complex issue that is going to require a complex and multifaceted solution. There is even, arguably, some legitimacy
to what the Right is saying about the failures of law enforcement tackle this issue before the shooting. Take one look at
Nikolas Cruz’ social media and it quickly becomes apparent that he had all intentions of committing murder at MSD. The
FBI has even admitted that though many of Cruz’s problematic social media posts were brought to their attention well
before the shooting, they failed to act upon them before it was too late.
There is no way to fully eliminate attacks on students at schools. There will always be loopholes in gun laws, and
as long as guns exist, there will always be a way to acquire one, legally or otherwise. However, this is no excuse to not do
anything about this issue. This is no excuse to continue the mudslinging and refuse to listen to what the other side is
saying. The United States is not a one-party state and any legislation surrounding gun control will require bipartisan
support. Neither the Democrats, nor the Republicans are going to get everything that they want, and that is okay, so as
long as something gets done to save the lives of the millions of students across the United States. For, if nothing is done
about this issue, if the mudslinging continues, if common sense and listening continues to be ignored in favour of
inflammatory accusations, the blood of any subsequent victims of gun violence will be on the hands of not just the Right,
not just the Left, but all Americans.
By Naomi Hudson

